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chart of Ms discoveries of I5241. The Thorne-Barlow course
was to run due north, taking advantage of the long arctic day, and
once the Pole was passed, it would then theoretically be possible
to turn either towards the east coast of Asia and visit Tartary,
Cathay and the East Indies, or towards the west coast of North
America, sthe back side of the New Found Land which of late
was discovered by your Grace's subjects' or again, as a third
alternative, to steer direct for the Antarctic Pole, and so discover
new and rich lands and islands expected to lie in Mid-Pacific.
The autumn of the year 1529 was marked by Wolsey's fall,
and saw the beginning of the rise of Thomas Cromwell: the
Royal Divorce, too, had caused strained relations with Spain,
where for the time the position of the English merchants
became difficult. This may have been a factor in determining
the return of Thome and Barlow to England, but, apart from
this, they had everything to gain by the new turn of events,
for, as will presently be seen, the Thornes and the Barlows
alike were active servants of Cromwell, while the Barlows also
enjoyed the patronage of the Boleyn family, who were now, of
course, in the ascendant.
Already in August 1528, when the King was courting Anne
Boleyn, her father was soliciting Wolsey for the gift of a living
to William Barlow, and it was common talk that John Barlow
owed Ms rise to his services on Anne's behalf. In December
1529, Sir Thomas Boleyn, newly created Earl of Wiltshire,
was sent on a special mission for King Henry VIII to the
Emperor Charles V, and it is not impossible that he was then
approached by Roger Barlow, and so learned the details of his
recent adventures, and of his proposals for English discovery.
This would account for the statement In the Wotton MS.:
* Roger Barlow (being newly arrived from his discovery) re-
paired to ye said Embassadours [Thos. Boleyn]  house and
acquainted Mm of the discovery, which he made known to
K. Henry ye 8t:% whereupon he was ordered to return with a
promise of preferment....' Since the Earl of Wiltshire spent
1 E. G. R. Taylor: Tudor Geography, p. 12.